
Bertha Bartlett Public Library 
Board Meeting – Main Meeting Room 

Thursday, January 30, 2020 
6:00 p.m. 

 
Opening of Meeting:  Chris Feil, President 

Approve Agenda:  Additions or alterations 

Approval of Minutes  

Citizens’ Appearance: 

Board Training – Iowa Library Commission – what it does and why it’s important 

Treasurer’s Report:  Duane Fournier – 

 P& L Expenses 

 December bills 

 Budget for 2020-2021 
 

Circulation Report:  Duane Fournier 

Correspondence/Communications:   
 
Gilbert Update – Renewal of contract – 2 years 
 
New Business: 

o Request for art classes (waiting on details) 

o Meeting Room charges – alternate spaces 

o Joint meeting with Foundation members – Mondays? 

o Contract with Aureon – expires 2021, & Stratford Telephone 

o Some needs for using the Tekippe building 

 

Old Business: 

o Steering Committee Update 

 Adjournment 
 

 
Reminder 

 Next meeting: February 27, 6 p.m. 
 
 
 
 



 
STAFF REPORT 

January 2020 
 

 The pace for January has been a bit intense, with extra meetings throughout.  In January, the 
Foundation met, the first meeting of the Steering Committee was held, the quarterly Story City Connective 
meeting sponsored by the GCC was held, in addition to staff meeting and a number of extra meetings with  
people concerning the building.  We have been approached about renting out a portion of the building to a 
business for a year, about having regular art classes held there, allowing the scouts to meet there, high school 
debate teams practice there and a multitude of other options.  We have had the carpets cleaned, the ductwork 
cleaned and an air quality test taken to assure the building is as clean and safe as we can make it to have it 
available for the public.   
 At the January Foundation meeting, there was some discussion about the Story Festival, as it did 
generate about $1800 in revenue, which is about $400 above all sponsorships.  We still heard that people were 
not aware of the event.  Shelly Hart and I am both at a loss as we exhausted every inexpensive source of 
promotion working with Denise on social media and the other media outlets.  We do know all press releases 
were not run, but many were distributed to Ames and beyond.  The future of the Festival is still unknown, and 
the biggest suggestion is that we change the name completely and rebrand it, that the Storytelling portion of it 
can still be the underlying theme, but take it out of the title.   

Participation at our programs seems to be on the low side, however as I type this we had 24 K-4th 
graders with Caitlin at her Early Dismissal program, in addition to 10 Tweens with Shelly.  Preschool Storytime 
has had small participation, and we have been having regular discussions about the day and times, about 
conflicts.  I’d like to try a one a week “Fireside Chat with the Librarian”, setting aside a time every day to talk 
with parents and families about various subjects involving the library. 

Also this week I was notified that the Iowa Commission of Libraries might be in jeopardy of being 
eliminated.  This is the commission I’m appointed to, and I have drafted a letter explaining why I feel it is 
important to continue.  I have a unique viewpoint, as it might not feel like it is that imperative, but without 
oversight I think the situation with the state library could become unattached to the regular public libraries in 
Iowa.  There are 544 libraries that count on a bit of a voice, and we provide that, and have intervened when  
things were going a direction that was not helpful in the library world.  I’ll be talking about that during our board 
training this week. 

We are also discovering some needs by using the building this week.  We will need a clock, garbage cans, 
some extra chairs that are stackable, possibly a small refrigerator, vacuum cleaner, and we have to discuss how 
to keep it clean.   Tables were donated by the Methodist Church here in Story  City.   We did split the red chairs 
from the meeting room so far, so we will be keeping about half the chairs in the Tekippe building and the others 
here. 

We have discovered at least one of the toilets needs attention, as the water is running through, and the 
filters have never been changed, so we are wondering if we can call Lekwa to change filters and do a basic 
inspection.  We also may need to expand our cleaning service to cover that building.  I’d first like to have a 
chance to have the Elders do some work there, and help us clean up  

Caitlin, Marie, Laura and Shelly have done a great job working with the different programs with the 
children.  Marie is coordinating the administrative side of things well, and we are getting complements on the 
programs she has been doing.  We have suspended Storytime Express for now, and from talking with some of 
the families that used this service, it doesn’t seem like the program was doing what it was intended for quite 
some time, so it will need some reworking before starting it again. 

Finally, the Gilbert contract needs reworked, and submitted, and we are on the agenda to do that for 
the first Monday in March.  They have our budget number of $48,000, but they would prefer a 2 year contract, 
and perhaps change the number of maximum hours we would be open increased to 25 during the summer. 

 
 

  



LIBRARY BOARD MEETING  

DECEMBER 30 2019 

Meeting convenes at 6:04 pm. Feil, Cummings, Emerson, Fournier present.  Director Taylor and city 

council representative Soberg also present. 

Agenda alterations or additions: none 

Approval of minutes: motion made by Fournier, seconded by Cummings.  Motion passes unanimously. 

Board training: tabled 

Treasurer’s report: good on the budget we are within 1% of the budget year for Story City currently at 

61%. Trust fund took a deposit of $10,000 from the estate of William Craig. 

Bills:  Motion made to pay the bills made by Fournier, seconded by Cummings. Motion passes 

unanimously. 

Circulation: circulation is down, but county circulation is up.  Gilbert circulation is way down, Taylor said 

that she thought it was due to the cold temperatures. 

Correspondance: Fran has been difficult to get ahold of lately.  We received a $300 Christmas gift in 

honor of Fran from Turnketts from Atlanta. 

Gilbert update: circulation is down. Maria is covering the childrens programs to help with the departure 

of the youth service librarian. Interest is growing for english as a second language programming at the 

Gilbert library. 

Director Taylor is seeking applicants for youth services librarian or someone who can assist with the 

programming. The position has been advertised for approximately 2 months. 

New business: 

Next steps for Tekippe building.  They are tearing out items.  Staff has inspected the building recently.   

There are thoughts to use the space for tween programming s resources. Board adjourns to tour 

Tekippe building.  Cummings has concerns about securing the back half of the building. Fournier 

suggests installing some doors.  A thorough cleaning is suggested. 

Moving items to the building will take place slowly and incrementally as volunteers can help and need 

arises. 

Old business: 

Steering committee has been formed consisting of Mary Kay Solberg, Dave Morris, Chris Isebrand, Rod 

Bohner, Mark Jackson, Chris Feil, Kolleen Taylor. 



Architects and site visits may need to be delayed until there’s a better vision and Taylor can gather some 

more feedback from libraries that projects of similar sizes and ambition. 

Next board meeting: Thursday, January 30 at 6pm. 

Adjournment: 

Motion to adjourn made by Emerson seconded by Fournier. Motion passes unanimously. 

 
Matt Emerson, Vice President 
Acting Secretary 
 



Bertha Bartlett Public Library
P L December 2019

Acct # Story City Expenses

2019-2020 

Budget Month to date Year to date  Budget remaining 

% of funds 

Remaining

001-4410-6010 Salaries:  Full Time 47,085.00$        3,383.96$         21,995.74$        25,089.26$        53.29%
001-4410-6020 Salaries: Part-time 55,000.00$        4,049.17$         27,282.37$        27,717.63$        50.40%
001-4410-6110 FICA/Medicare 7,750.00$          557.31$             3,704.49$           4,045.51$          52.20%
001-4410-6130 IPERS 9,565.00$          701.67$             4,651.85$           4,913.15$          51.37%
001-4410-6150 Insurance - Group Health 4,600.00$          423.04$             2359.29 2,240.71$          48.71%
001-4410-6230 Travel/Training 1,300.00$          33.41$               328.42$              971.58$             74.74%
001-4410-6320 Building/Grounds 10,000.00$        285.27$             2,315.27$           7,684.73$          76.85%
001-4410-6350 Equipment repair/Maint. -$                    -$                   28.12$                (28.12)$              0.00%
001-4410-6371 Utilities 1,800.00$          154.67$             463.29$              1,336.71$          74.26%
001-4410-6373 Telephone 4,800.00$          369.03$             2,345.40$           2,454.60$          51.14%
001-4410-6408 Insurance-General 2,300.00$          -$                   -$                    2,300.00$          100.00%
001-4410-6490 Professional Services 2,000.00$          -$                   90.00$                1,910.00$          95.50%
001-4410-6499 Miscellaneous 100.00$              -$                   -$                    100.00$             100.00%
001-4410-6500 Programming 2,500.00$          209.35$             417.55$              2,082.45$          83.30%
001-4410-6501 Building Supplies 750.00$              -$                   597.86$              152.14$             20.29%
001-4410-6502 Technology 3,000.00$          -$                   58.80$                2,941.20$          98.04%
001-4410-6505 Cataloging Supplies 1,800.00$          2.48$                 346.8 1,453.20$          80.73%
001-4410-6506 Office Supplies 3,050.00$          132.95$             1,516.86$           1,533.14$          50.27%
001-4410-6727 Capital Equipment -$                    -$                   650.00$              (650.00)$            0.00%
001-4410-6508 Petty Cash/Postage 1,100.00$          -$                   375.00$              725.00$             65.91%
001-4410-6770 Magazines 1,700.00$          605.22$             1,353.85$           346.15$             20.36%
001-4410-6771 Audio 1,300.00$          -$                   612.00$              688.00$             52.92%
001-4410-6772 Books (+$5000) 12,000.00$        946.46$             6,823.95$           5,176.05$          43.13%
001-4410-6773 Video 1,000.00$          152.39$             961.69$              38.31$               3.83%
001-4410-6774 Online Databases 1,000.00$          -$                   922.26$              77.74$               7.77%

175,500.00$      12,006.38$       80,200.86$        95,299.14$        54.30%

001-4410-1-4580 General Fund 4,000.00$          417.10$             1,814.18$          (2,185.82)$         -54.65%
001-4410-1-4470 General Fund 23,000.00$        (6,627.34)$        (16,878.05)$       (6,121.95)$         -26.62%
031-4410-2-4705 Donations -$                    (300.00)$           (10,959.00)$       10,959.00$        0.00%
031-4410-4-4300 Interest on Deposits -$                    (639.93)$           (8,441.00)$         8,441.52$          0.00%

Total Deposits (7,150.17)$        (34,463.87)$       11,092.75$        

031- Trust in General Fund 416,419.03$      (39,642.28)$      376,776.75$      
031-4410-2-4404 Local Grant

ASB Savings Account 2,070.48$          
031-0950-4-4300 Interest (CD's) 210,000.00$      210,000.00$     

031-4410-6230 Travel & Training
031-4410-6320 Building & Grounds 59,038.58$       59,038.58$        59,038.58$        
031-4410-6490 Professional Services
031-4410-6507 Misc. Operating -$                    -$                   1,528.00$           (1,528.00)$         
031-4410-6727 Capital Equipment
031-4410-6672 Books
031-4410-6798 Capital Project

Total Library Trust Exp 59,038.58$       60,566.58$        57,510.58$        

Deposits to: **

B.  Trust Fund Deposits/Balance

Library Trust Expenses



Bertha Bartlett Public Library
P L December 2019

Acct # Gilbert Expenses Budget Month to date Year to date  Budget remaining 

% of funds 

Remaining

033-4410-6010 Salaries, Full-time 15,435.00$        1,127.96$         7,331.74$            $          8,103.26 52.50%

033-4410-6020 Salaries, Part-time 14,490.00$        868.41$             6,488.61$           8,001.39$          55.22%

033-4410-6110 FICA & Medicare 2,289.00$          148.96$             1,035.49$           1,254.51$          54.78%

033-4410-6130 IPERS 2,825.00$          188.45$             1,304.63$           1,520.37$          53.82%

033-4410-6150 Insurance, Workers Comp 1,480.00$          124.02$             633.47$              846.53$             57.20%
033-4410-6230 Travel & Training 700.00$              64.73$               347.90$              352.10$             50.30%
033-4410-6408 Insurance, General

033-4410-6490 Professional Services -$                    -$                   28.13$                (28.13)$              0%

033-4410-6500 Programming 1,000.00$          65.97$               79.80$                920.20$             92.20%

033-4410-6502 Technology 395.00$              -$                   -$                    395.00$             100.00%

033-4410-6504 Minor Equipment -$                    -$                   19.26$                (19.26)$              0.00%

033-4410-6505 Cataloging Supplies 250.00$              -$                   344.31$              (94.31)$              -37.72%

033-4410-6506 Office Supplies 150.00$              -$                   102.03$              47.97$               31.98%

033-4410-6507 Misc. Operating Supplies 35.00$                -$                   -$                    35.00$               0.00%

033-4410-6727 Capital Equipment -$                    -$                   75.00$                (75.00)$              0.00%

033-4410-6770 Magazines -$                    45.45$               45.45$                (45.45)$              0.00%

033-4410-6772 Books 1,800.00$          131.25$             1,368.92$           431.08$             23.95%

033-4410-6773 Video 250.00$              -$                   160.06$              89.94$               35.98%

033-4410-6774 Online Licensing/Databases 900.00$              -$                   922.25$              (22.25)$              -2.47%

033-4410-6910 Transfer 2,000.00$          -$                   -$                    2,000.00$          100.00%

Total Gilbert Exp. 44,000.00$        2,765.20$         20,287.05$        23,712.95$        53.89%



Bertha Bartlett Public LIbrary

January 2020 bills

Code Written To Date Amount Comments/Mileage @ .58/mile

001-4410-6150 Wellmark 01/01/20 $381.54 Health Insurance - Kolleen 

001-4410-6230 Denise Froehlich 01/24/20 $59.16 Mileage for training for new website

001-4410-6320 Angie Halladay 01/27/20 $250.00 Cleaning

001-4410-6320 Watson Plumbing 01/27/20 $169.88 Reseat 2 toilets that were leaking

001-4410-6500 Kolleen Taylor 01/27/20 $75.68 Programming supplies

001-4410-6371 Chitty Garbage Service 01/01/20 $25.00 Trash

001-4410-6371 Black Hills Energy 01/06/20 $164.13 Gas - heat

001-4410-6373 Aureon 01/01/20 $388.73 Telephone

001-4410-6490 Visa 01/09/20 $75.00 ILA Professional dues

001-4410-6500 Visa 01/09/20 $21.60 Materials for SRP

001-4410-6500 Amazon Capital Services 01/21/20 $22.94 Programming supplies

001-4410-6505 Demco 01/17/20 $83.83 Cataloging Materials

001-4410-6506 Amazon Capital Services 01/21/20 $10.49 pegs for bookshelves

001-4410-6506 Access Systems 01/22/20 $205.60 Copier Lease & copies from last quarter

001-4410-6506 Visa 01/09/20 $5.00 Chlorax cleaning wipes

001-4410-6506 Demco 01/17/20 $138.74 Office supplies, book ends, etc.

001-4410-6772 Cengage 01/10/20 $37.49 LP books

001-4410-6772 Cengage 01/22/20 $60.72 Books

001-4410-6772 Cengage 01/22/20 $47.23 Books

001-4410-6772 Baker & Taylor 12/23/19 $43.67 Books

001-4410-6772 Baker & Taylor 01/03/20 $110.28 Books

001-4410-6772 Baker & Taylor 01/13/20 $153.44 Books

001-4410-6772 Baker & Taylor 01/20/20 $64.93 Books

001-4410-6772 Centerpoint Large Print 01/01/20 $88.68 Books

001-4410-6772 Ingram 01/07/20 $247.50 Books

001-4410-6772 Ingram 01/15/20 $153.29 Books

001*4410-6772 Amazon Capital Services 01/21/20 $36.67 Books through Amazon

001-4410-6773 Amazon Capital Services 01/21/20 $74.89 DVD's

TOTAL  - Story City $3,196.11

031-4410-6320 Pete Tekippe 01/03/20 $60,000.00 1/2 purchase price of 506 Broad

Gilbert Bills

033-4410-6490 Visa 01/09/20 $75.00 ILA professsional dues

033-4410-6500 Visa 01/09/20 $16.65 Materials for SRP

033-4410-6505 Demco 01/17/20 $83.82 Cataloging materials

033-4410-6506 Visa 01/09/20 $5.15 Chlorax cleaning wipes

033-4410-6506 Amazon Capital Services 01/21/20 $28.57 light bulbs, battery for smoke detector

033-4410-6506 Demco 01/17/20 $52.73 Office supplies, displays, etc.

033-4410-6772 Ingram 01/07/20 $56.49 Books

033-4410-6772 Baker & Taylor 01/13/20 $10.20  Books

Total - Gilbert $328.61

Approved on this day ______________________________ by ______________________________________



Bertha Bartlett Public Library
2019-2020  Statistics Comparison

Jul. 18

July 

19 Aug. 18 Aug. 19

Sept. 

18 Sept. 19

Oct. 

2018

Oct. 

2019

Nov. 

18

Nov. 

19

Dec. 

18

Dec. 

19

Jan.    

19

City 2817 3029 2505 2600 2381 2461 2398 2528 2141 2063 2138 1886 2414

County 569 641 453 419 379 412 445 515 364 486 333 332 455

Other 1058 953 904 954 956 912 1027 1008 851 880 977 1016 1139

Gilbert 475 388 423 343 300 270 368 331 357 229 261 165 266

Total 4919 5011 4285 4316 4016 4055 4238 4382 3713 3658 3709 3399 4274

Open Access 1058 953 904 954 956 912 1027 1008 851 880 977 1016 1139

Adult 1396 1455 1409 1365 1254 1188 1319 1394 1174 1208 1261 1183 1425

Young Adult 318 335 245 291 225 183 204 221 153 141 137 178 180

Juvenile 2190 2079 1749 1779 1606 1740 1796 1833 1547 1507 1552 1233 1637

Video 9 0 14 8 13 5 12 4 18 5 11 2 3

DVD 766 848 637 672 675 742 694 675 594 563 560 546 775

Audio 9 20 19 7 18 14 14 9 5 18 11 25 24

CD 33 39 18 17 20 12 7 7 19 24 20 38 29

CD book 113 138 98 96 82 85 89 115 94 125 75 126 91

Magazines 39 60 60 49 51 37 51 56 39 28 31 27 49

Puzzles 25 27 19 24 45 34 36 58 53 31 29 24 49

Puppets 20 9 15 7 21 11 8 10 14 6 10 8 5

Other 1 1 2 1 6 4 8 0 3 2 12 9 7

Total 4919 5011 4285 4316 4016 4055 4238 4382 3713 3658 3709 3399 4274

E-books 310 320 348 336 352 324 336 320 314 319 408 330 363

Downloaded Audio 315 372 296 343 283 327 288 337 270 319 249 307 278

Ref.? Asked 127 158 103 112 93 103 131 161 107 140 118 114 130

Ref.? Answered 127 158 103 112 93 103 131 161 107 140 118 114 130

Reference-Gilbert 44 58 54 59 53 32 50 39 37 25 41 20 32

PATRONS

Programs - children 19 7 2 0 13 13 11 11 8 13 8 8 7

Attendance - children 133 131 59 0 171 132 138 129 86 155 79 91 49

Attendance - adults 49 53 20 0 47 47 44 40 40 61 54 46 30

Programs - StoryX 0 0 0 0 5 5 5 3 3 3 4 0 3

Attendance - children 0 0 0 0 45 45 56 27 29 24 44 0 40

Attendance - adults 0 0 0 0 5 8 14 8 6 9 12 0 9

Programs - Teen/Tweens 5 6 0 0 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 1 1

Attendance - teens 39 51 0 0 29 14 35 24 13 8 26 23 15

Attendance - adults 6 9 0 0 2 2 2 4 1 2 2 2 1

Programs - Adult 6 5 7 6 5 7 6 5 7 13 5 5 5

Attendance - children 1 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Attendance - adults 62 32 42 39 34 49 37 27 36 234 34 36 35

Total Programs 19 18 9 6 25 22 24 21 18 27 18 14 15



Bertha Bartlett Public Library
2019-2020  Statistics Comparison

Total Attendance 289 277 121 41 333 241 326 259 211 498 251 198 179

Gilbert Programs 10 7 3 2 6 5 5 7 5 5 4 4 4

  Attendance 245 210 35 32 73 62 67 71 76 57 55 48 37

 Attendance - Adults 69 61 9 9 27 28 23 24/2T 0 23 16 11 11

Hours - Gilbert 70.5 72.5 78 73 64 64 72.5 78 62 56.5 60.5 54.5 50.5

Total People 704 554 489 403 388 384 378 428 324 224 244 189 237

People/hour 10 7.6 6.3 5.52 6.1 6 5.2 5.5 5.2 4.9 4 3.5 4.3

 Gilbert Site Circ. 859 626 654 581 508 507 662 559 569 350 400 336 373

Hours - Story City 218 221 235 228 217 220 246 247 228 224 218 222.5 237

Total People 3398 3778 3375 3229 3048 3122 3717 3636 2533 3613 2488 2355 2534

People/Hour 15.6 17 14.4 14.2 14.1 14.2 15.1 14.7 11.1 16.2 11.4 10.6 11

CARDS

Issued - Story City 17 12 14 4 16 22 10 5 6 10 6 9 7

Issued - Gilbert 11 4 3 0 0 3 8 1 4 1 2 0 1

Withdrawn 15 0 31 0 0 0 0 0 1045 0 0 0 0

renewed - Story City 14 12 7 13 14 3 9 8 8 1 5 5 9

renewed - Gilbert 12 4 7 3 6 1 5 7 4 1 2 2 6

Meeting Room Library 15 12 1 2 13 10 14 14 10 16 10 10 12

Meeting Room Other 4 2 5 4 3 9 7 8 3 8 4 9 8

Computer Use 641 681 753 461 575 402 955 430 755 481 877 547 661

Test Proctoring 0 2 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Interlibrary Loans Requested 8 15 12 12 6 5 12 16 10 24 18 9 11

Interlibrary Loans Sent 22 33 24 25 22 29 19 31 14 4 16 31 32

Book Club Sets 2 0 4 2 2 4 2 3 1 3 2 2 4

Microfilm Use 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0

Gilbert Computer use 47 37 37 26 25 28 39 23 29 29 26 25 11

In House Use - Gilbert 58 70 64 27 30 34 58 37 22 28

In House Use - Story City



January 29, 2020 

 

To:  
Chairman Smith 
Senator Chris Cournoyer 
Senator Pam Jochum 
Senator Ken Rozenboom 
 

Dear Senators: 

 It was brought to our attention that you have sponsored a bill eliminating the Iowa Library 

Commission effective June 2020.  As a member of this commission for the past four years, I am well 

aware that the work of this body may not be obvious, but from our vantage point, the oversight is 

important to every library in the state of Iowa.  It may frustrate some that we do not approve everything 

as initially proposed, but it often seems all issues are not considered. We are very concerned that the 

small financial cost of operating this commission would have major consequences that will impact every 

community or person who uses a library. 

 We understand that the Governor, nor either the house or senate can directly supervise the 

individual departments that serve the citizens of Iowa.  But this change would place a huge amount of 

trust and responsibility with only one person, the State Librarian.  This would not benefit anyone.  There 

are 544 libraries, their staff and their communities who would have no voice, and as a commission we 

try to look at the impact of the services and roles the State Library plays in the daily operation of our 

public library.  Most of the members of the Library Commission take their role very seriously, and voice 

concerns about issues from a different perspective than the staff has in Des Moines.  Even though the 

library comes through the Department of Education, we see no supportive role from that agency. 

  As you should know, Iowa Library services are as important today as they were 50 years ago, 

but our role is changing every year.  The State Librarian does not work directly with the libraries, but the 

products that are rolled out are offered to every library.  Through the commission he is able to get some 

insight as to the activities and problems associated.  Sometimes the problems can be solved through the 

discussions we hold at our commission meetings.  We talk with other librarians around the state when 

we feel we need more input.  We feel it is important to communicate problems with the State Librarian 

when new programs, projects, announcements are unfurled, some to an excited library community, but 

many who have challenges because of timing and the inability to provide adequate training in a timely 

way. 

  Many changes have occurred during the past few years, and the role the commission has 

played has been raising questions about how those changes are communicated, or not.  There are four 

people on the commission who have direct roles with libraries serving various parts of the states. We 

play leadership roles in our communities as well as our libraries.  We have representation from the Iowa 

Library Association and the American Library Association, and librarians talk to us at these activities, 

with questions and concerns about decisions made at the state library.  We are able to field these 

questions by being well informed or report these issues when appropriate. 



  Due to the nature of the fiscal year starting July 1, changes that have to occur at that time are 

often met with consternation, frustration, and resistance.   Every public library in the state is busier  

than any other time of year. As a commission, we have offered solutions to make these transitions 

easier.  We know that it takes a bit more planning to implement, but we do see that as a role the State 

Library should play, and they do not always have the insight or expertise to realize the shortcomings of 

their plan. 

 Without a commission, over 544 public libraries would have no voice.  Without a Commission, 

there would be an immense amount of power placed with the State Librarian with absolutely no 

oversight.  We have already counseled on personnel management, reviewed budgets, questioned the 

changes in contract services, provided solutions for the contract delivery and offered suggestions on 

better ways to communicate changes.  We have determined our input is important, and instead of 

eliminating this commission, it should have more representation by people working in the library world 

to correct actions that would negatively impact our communities.   

 None of us have time to spare, and serving on the commission is an immense responsibility. Our 

hearts tell us someone needs to be in those chairs, offering advice, insight and oversight.  We believe 

that those who serve on this commission are necessary to the efficient management and running of the 

State Library. 

 

 Sincerely, 

 
 Samantha Helmick, President 2020, Iowa Library Commission 
 Sarah Latcham, Past President, (2019) Iowa Library Commission 
 Kolleen Taylor, Commissioner, Library Director – Bertha Bartlett Public Library 
  

Cc:   Governor Kim Reynolds 
 Lieutenant Governor Adam Gregg 

Senator Chris Cournoyer 
Senator Pam Jochum 
Senator Ken Rozenboom 
Senator Smith, Chairman 
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